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C020 Language and 

globalization 

English BA/MA Winter 5 45 15  Dr. Emilia 

Slavova 

ekslavova@uni-

sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The Language and globalization course looks at the phenomenon of globalization, its relation with language and more specifically the English 

language, the interaction between English and other languages, and the complex relationships between language, culture, society and identity in 

the contemporary world. The focus of the course is upon the need to develop cultural awareness and intercultural competence in the context of the 
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study and teaching of English as a means of communication between people from various cultural and linguistic backgrounds. The role of English 

and other languages is considered from the perspective of European language policies, which aim to encourage plurilingualism and intercultural 

dialogue. These topics are discussed in the context of foreign language teaching and learning. The need for developing cultural literacy and 

intercultural communication skills as part of studying English as a means of communication with people from various cultures is emphasized. The 

course develops analytical reading and critical thinking skills, research skills, academic writing and presentation skills. These transferable skills 

are important in various teaching, translation, creative and research fields, as well as in interpersonal intercultural communication.   

 

Requirements for enrollment:  B2 level of English  
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C050 Principles of 

Linguistic 

Analysis 

English MA winter 6 45 15  Dr. 

Tzvetomira 

Venkova, Dr. 

Bozhil 

Hristov 

bphristov@uni-

sofia.bg  

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

This course aims to introduce students to the basics of linguistics, so the module is intended to serve as a bridge to more advanced linguistic 

disciplines. The lectures, in the form of multi-media presentations, will explore the most essential issues in their depth and interrelations. We shall 

cover the major parts of speech and their respective grammatical categories, as well as basic aspects of morphological analysis. The sentence will 

be represented as a multi-layered structure, focusing on phrases and their syntactic functions, alongside the semantic roles they instantiate. In 

addition, language will be viewed in its communicative perspective, information structure and textuality. The development of students’ ideas and 

critical thinking will be encouraged by discussions, selected readings and student presentations.   

Requirements for enrollment:  B2 level of English 

mailto:bphristov@uni-sofia.bg
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E110 Grammatical 

analysis 

English MA Winter 3 60   Dr. Bozhil 

Hristov 

bphristov@uni-

sofia.bg  

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

This course aims to introduce students to the basics of linguistic analysis, more specifically the analysis of English grammar (morphology and 

syntax). However, reference will also be made to the neighbouring fields of semantics, pragmatics and text linguistics, so the module thus serves 

as a bridge to other linguistic disciplines. Whereas lectures introduce the relevant issues, concepts and description tools, practice sessions are 

student-oriented and participants will be expected to take the lead. There will be a reading assignment for each week, and we will be discussing 

exercises and data which students will need to have worked on before coming to class. Assessment is based on class attendance and participation 

(1/3), a mid-term test (1/3), and a final exam (1/3). It is hoped that this course will raise students’ awareness of the structure of language in 

general, and English and Bulgarian in particular, which in turn should help them in careers as diverse as translation, journalism, language teaching 

and research. The course is taught in English and assumes no prior knowledge of linguistics.  

 

Requirements for enrollment:  B2 level of English 
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E040 Literary 

Journalism 

English MA Winter 3 60   Dr. Jonathan 

McCreedy 

mccreedy@uni-

sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The aim of this course is to comprehensively introduce the genre of “literary journalism” to students. Classes will focus on close analyses of works 

such as Daniel Defoe’s The Storm, William Hazlitt’s “The Fight”, Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle, George Orwell’s Down and Out in Paris and 

London, Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood, and selections of articles by Hunter S. Thompson. The intention of the course is study how authorial 

methods of using language can present “journalistic” content within a literary context. This focus on linguistic analysis within literary culminates 

through to a series of coursework activities where students must engage in creating “literary journalism” of their own through the adoption of such 

styles and their own research of newsworthy topical content. The result and aim of the course is to allow students to engage practically with a hybrid 

literary-journalistic language which will both test their ability to analyse varied linguistic styles but also apply them within a real world context. 

Requirements for enrollment: B2 level of English  
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C040 Corpus 

Linguistics 

English MA Winter 6 45 15  Dr. 

Alexander 

Popov 

aleksandarnp@uni-

sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The course introduces the fundamental principles of designing, constructing and analysing linguistic corpora, and contextualizes the discipline in 

relation to the tension between empirical and rationalist approaches in linguistics. It reviews good practices for the creation and maintenance of 

corpora and introduces basic computer programming skills for the manipulation and analysis of corpora. Corpora with various types of linguistic 

annotation are demonstrated, as well as some of their possible practical and research applications. 

Requirements for enrollment: B2 level of English; good computer literacy; basic knowledge in linguistics 
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E100 Models of 

Natural 

Language 

Processing  

English MA Summer 3 30   Dr. 

Alexander 

Popov 

aleksandarnp@uni-

sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The course introduces the main methods for automatic analysis of natural language. It is intended for linguists without prior knowledge in computer 

science and meant to satisfy the practical needs of linguistic research. The lectures define the central tasks in natural language processing (NLP), 

as well as the most prominent methodological approaches in designing solutions: the traditional modular architecture, as well as some of the newer 

methods relying on neural networks. Various digital resources and tools are introduced, in terms of their use and evaluation. The course includes a 
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basic introduction to the programming language Python, which is used for handling many of the NLP instruments.  

Requirements for enrollment: B2 level of English; good computer literacy; basic knowledge in linguistics 
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E250 Narratology: 

Cognitive and 

Semiotic 

Models, 

Operational 

Linguistics  

English MA Summer 3 30   Dr. 

Alexander 

Popov 

aleksandarnp@uni-

sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

This course is an introduction to the scientific study of narrative, which is as of yet not an entirely stable research field, its models being characterized 

by a high degree of heterogeneity and interdisciplinarity. The course uses this dynamic nature of narratology to present a large number of approaches 

to narrative categories and processes, always discussed in relation to the study of language and the cognitive and semiotic aspects of narrative. An 

“operational” perspective is adopted, which means that its central hypothesis is that language is always happening and constructing itself as a natural 

theory of meaning and that narrative in all of its forms is an integral part to this being of language, instead of merely an object of study that 

traditionally falls outside out of the scope of linguistics. Thus, the course puts at its core a problematization of the boundaries between linguistics 

and philosophy, fictional and non-fictional narrative, real and imaginary, linguistic and non-linguistic, human and nonhuman, and between different 

narrative media. 

Requirements for enrollment: B2 level of English; basic knowledge in linguistics and literary theory 
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C030 MA Thesis 

Writing  

English MA Winter 3 45   Dr. Irena 

Dimova 

ildimova@uni-

sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

This course aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills they need to write an MA thesis. It focuses on the different stages of doing research 

such as choosing a topic, narrowing it down, building a research archive (working in the library, using electronic resources, doing fieldwork), 

preparing a working bibliography, extracting information from sources, note-taking, getting ideas from sources and writing an outline, drafting a 

manuscript, editing and proofreading. The course also looks at the typical features of an MA thesis, its structure and formatting, as well as issues 

related to writing in an academic style, using a citation style, establishing cohesion and coherence. Evaluation is based on the following elements: 

choosing an MA thesis topic and writing a research proposal. 

Requirements for enrollment: B2 level of English 
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C050 Language and 

Society  

English MA Summer 4 45   Dr. Irena 

Dimova 

ildimova@uni-

sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

This course explores the relationship between language and society by introducing key terminology, objects of study and methods of analysis from 

the field of sociolinguistics. The topics of discussion include sociolinguistic approaches to language, linguistic variability in different social 

communities, the impact of social factors on the choice of a linguistic code, the construction of social identity, language attitudes, language variation 

and change, linguistic varieties and practices in bilingual and multilingual societies, language policy and planning, as well as the place of language 

in education, the media and computer-mediated communication. During the course students give presentations of assigned readings, analyze 

naturally occurring speech and writing, report the results of small-scale sociolinguistic surveys which they conduct and participate in roundtable 

debates. 

Requirements for enrollment: B2 level of English; basic knowledge in linguistics 
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E160 Language and 

Identity  

English MA Summer 3 30   Dr. Irena 

Dimova 

ildimova@uni-

sofia.bg 
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Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

This course focuses on the relationship between language and identity and explores it through the analysis of different sociolinguistic approaches, 

methodologies and findings from empirical studies. It traces the development of language and identity research from its earlier stages (e.g. the first 

and second waves of variationist sociolinguistics) towards its more recent social constructionist shapes. Special emphasis is laid on how these 

perspectives approach the link between language and identity and account for the process of identity construction. Evaluation is based on a 

presentation of assigned readings and a small-scale survey of spontaneous discourse. 

Requirements for enrollment: B2 level of English; basic knowledge in linguistics 

 


