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FF C003 Methodological issues of 

women’s and gender 

history 

English BA, MA Winter 5 30   Prof. 

Krassimira 

Daskalova 

daskalova@phls 

.uni-sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction): 

The course follows the controversies within women’s and gender history in Europe and the USA since it (re)emerged with the feminist actions 

of the late 1960s and early 1970s and developed at an accelerating pace thereafter. It suggests that old historical “truths” and long-accepted 

interpretations might be different or even false when women’s experiences and perceptions were considered and tries to challenge the 

conventions of language, categories of analysis, and methods of research that had led to such omission and errors. It argues that “women”, 

“gender” and “men” are useful concepts for the study of history and that they can be applied to the study of all human relationships, 

communities, institutions, events, activities, and social structures throughout time and space. 
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Requirements for enrollment: NO 
 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF E316 Women's Movements and 

Feminisms, 19th- 20th C: 

Western Europe, USA 

and Eastern Europe 

English BA, MA Summer 5 30   Prof. 

Krassimira 

Daskalova 

daskalova@phls. 

uni-sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

This course introduces in the history of women's movements and feminisms Eastern and Western Europe, and the USA, during the 19th and 

20th century. It offers knowledge and critical understanding of the discourses, activities, and politics developed by feminist movements. 

Requirements for enrollment: NO 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF C305 Gender hierarchies in the 

field of intellectual 

activities: women and the 

literary canon 

English BA, MA Winter 5 30   Dr. 

Valentina 

Mitkova 

v.mitkova@ 

phls.uni- 

sofia.bg 
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Short description of the course (in the language of instruction): 

The course is comprised of introductory lectures, followed by a review of texts paradigmatic about the topics discussed and analyzed. Individual 

work is also planned for the students under the guidance of the lecturer. The aim of the course is to stimulate sensitivity and critical attitude 

towards the existence of specific, gender motivated (androcentric) mechanisms of literary production and reception, as well as to form analytical 

view of the practices postulating women’s presence in the field of intellectual activities (in the form of authorship, reception of literary works, 

etc.) to be interpreted not so much in its artistic parameters as in its gender specifics. 

 

 

 

 

 

Requirements for enrollment: NO 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF E310 Gender and popular 

culture in a comparative 

perspective: Eastern 

Europe and the West 

 

English BA, MA Summer 5 30   Dr. Valentina 

Mitkova 

v.mitkova@phl 

s.uni-sofia.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The course attempts at giving the students an ability to highlight and analyze the interpenetration between popular culture and policies of 

gender (reflected in their Eastern and Western specifics), as well as to interpret popular culture as an area where gender stereotypes are produced 

and contested. It is based on critical analyses of textual and visual material from different terrains of pop culture (advertisements, popular 

music, film, TV culture, sports, etc.) applying intersectional and comparative cross-cultural approaches. 

Requirements for enrollment: NO 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF C002 Gender and State Socialism 

 

English BA, MA, 
PhD 

Winter 5 30    Prof. Ana 

Luleva, PhD 

analuleva@gmai

l.com 

 

 Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  
 

This course is focused on gender and gender regimes during state socialism in Eastern Europe. It aims to introduce students with the main 

theoretical texts, case studies and ethnographies about gender in state socialist societies, as well as to discuss the student’s research projects on 

a related topic.  
 

Requirements for enrollment: Students must be from a social or humanitarian background 

 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF E318 History of Political Thought 

in Feminist Perspective  

 

English BA, MA Winter 5 30   Prof. 

Svetoslav 

Malinov, PhD 

smalinov@m

ail.bg 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction): The course belongs to the traditional field “history of ideas”; it interprets 

parts of the canon of political thought in feminist perspective. This means neither history of feminist thought nor feminist history of political 

thought. In spite of the mostly androcentric tradition of canonical authors, women are an integral part of many political philosophers' vision of 

the world. Our intention is to bring to light this neglected undercurrent by tracing the subject of women in the works of influential political 
thinkers from antiquity till the end of 19th century. 

Requirements for enrollment: NO 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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Workload (hours) Lecturer/s’s Lecturer/s’s 
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FF E320 

Women in 

modern 

European 

philosophy 

(15th–20th 

century) 

English BA, MA, 

PhD 

Winter 5 30   Assoc.Prof. 

Iva Manova 

iva.manova@gmail.

com 

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The course aims to introduce students to the history of philosophical discussions about the nature and social role of women from the Renaissance 

to the 1990s. Texts by male and female authors from different countries and historical periods have been selected. The familiarization with them 

allows us to trace a coherent development, which prepared the emergence of the feminist movement and provided the theoretical platform for its 

individual stages. The most significant problem that emerges from reading these texts is the problem of women’s access to education considered 

as a necessary condition for their personal fulfilment and social emancipation. 

Requirements for enrollment:  YES 

If any, please describe the specific requirements: The course is aimed at students who have a general knowledge of modern history and 

the history of philosophy. 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF E309 Masculinity and Politics in 

Modern Bulgaria (1879-

1944) 

English BA,MA Summer 5 30   Assoc. Prof. 

Stefan 

Detchev 

stdetchev@ya 

hoo.com 
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Short description of the course (in the language of instruction): For a long time “masculinity” has served to designate something which is 

given and biologically determined. However, the studies in the last 30 years found out that “masculinity” took different forms and 
representations in different historical periods and regions. The course will focus on relationships and intersections between masculinity and 

politics, the ideals and notions of manliness as well as the manipulation and misuse of those notions within the political life. It will trace the 

persistent and changing aspects of the ideals and notions of masculinity and how they fashioned Bulgarian public and private life in the period 

between the establishment of a modern Bulgarian state in 1879 and the historical change in 1944. The course starts with critical introduction in 
the sphere of “masculinity(ies)” as a topic/s of inquiry; the last contributions and achievements in this area in different scientific disciplines; 

with a historical overview of the development of masculinity in the modern period as well as the establishment of modern ideal of masculinity 

in Europe. After putting this base we will continue with more detailed study of different facets of the intersections between masculinity and 

politics in Bulgaria. 
Requirements for enrollment: NO 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF E306 Minority Women in the 

Bulgarian Society During 

the 19th and 20th C  

 

English MA Summer 5 30    Prof. 

Georgeta 

Nazarska, 

PhD 

georgeta.naza

rska@gmail.c

om  

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The course aims to introduce students to the place of minority women in Bulgarian society and culture. It focuses on the demographic, 
economic, social and cultural aspects of the private-public space opposition, and on collective memory and its "realms of memory". 

Requirements for enrollment: NO 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF E311 History of 

Emotions and 

Gender 

 

English BA, MA, 

PhD 

Summer 5 30    Assoc. Prof. 

Nadezhda 

Alexandrova 

n.alexandrova@slav.

uni-sofia.bg  

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction): 

The aim of the course is to introduce to the students a gendered perspective on the history of emotions. Its scope includes a research of the transfer of earlier 

ideas about emotions from Europe and the Mediterranean that can be critically assessed through gender methodology. In addition, the course provides an 

investigation of the local adaptations of this transfer of ideas by means of provided primary sources from the region of the Balkans and Southeastern Europe. 

The adventures with emotions - shame and guilt, joy and grief, anger and fear, etc., will be associated with states of love, solitude, travel and anticipation.  

The course has a thematic structure. Each class is a combination between two parts: 1) a theoretical perspective driven from philosophical, psychological and 

gender studies 2) a case study from the region of the Balkans and Southeastern Europe in the period 18th-21st c. The first seminars have an introductory nature 

and aim at the explanation of working concepts, methodology and areas of study. In addition, a seminar on the possibility of historicizing emotions from a joint 

regional and gendered perspective is necessary to open up space for research and discussions. Then seminars devoted to key emotions, such as shame, guilt, 

anger, joy and fear are suggested, not only from a theoretical point of view but also through their representational nature in literature and culture of the region 

mentioned above. The final seminar includes a general discussion on the role of emotion in the present days functions of fear, anger and empathy as 

mechanisms for channeling public opinion.  

 

 

Requirements for enrollment:  YES  

If any, please describe the specific requirements: good command of English 

  

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
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FF E303 Reading 

femininity: from 

text to screen 

 

English BA, MA, 

PhD 

Summer 5 30   Nadezhda 

Radulova, 

PhD 

nadyaradulova@ya

hoo.com 
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Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

Reading femininity: from text to screen 

This course explores the works of several of the 20th century's greatest female directors (Liliana Cavani, Marleen Gorris, Sally Potter, Jane Campion, July 

Taymor, etc.), working in the field of literary adaptation. Their visual readings of classic and contemporary texts reveal the counter-discursive mechanisms 

through which the "feminine" redefines both literary and film canons. 

 

 

Requirements for enrollment:  YES 

If any, please describe the specific requirements:  Bachelor's degree in Humanities; 

very good oral and written command of English. 

 

NB: This course is part of a MA programme “Women’s and Gender History (MATILDA)” and will be read only if the MA programme 

starts in the academic year 2025/2026 
  

 

 


