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FF Е392 Waste as a 

Resource and 

Materiality. 

Anthropology of 

Waste in the EU 

Periphery 

English BA/MA summer 5 45 15 0  Assoc. Prof. 

Dr. Velislava 

Petrova 

vpetrova@phls.uni

-sofia-bg  

Short description of the course (in the language of instruction):  

The course is aimed at understanding how cultures produce waste, how they define it as such and how the meanings of products change at the end 

of their life cycle.  

The course will give you an insight of the waste history and contemporary waste treatment practices in Bulgaria with focus on Sofia city.  
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You will need to conduct small research on a waste related topic (visual, narrative or observative) and keep a waste diary. 

Some of the questions we will discuss are: What does waste mean? How do we use them? How do they state social relations?  When do we decide 

that an object is unnecessary, that it has lost its value to us, and what do we do with it? What does the discarding of garbage mean and how does it 

change? Why was garbage wetter and stickier 20 years ago? How does waste become resource? How is the materiality of objects defined at the end 

of their life cycle and how does it affect their economies?  

We will answer these questions by exploring the way in which different categories of waste are constructed and by putting the issues in a 

contemporary context 

Requirements for enrollment: YES 

If any, please describe the specific requirements: The course will start with 5 enrolled students at least.   

 


